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vasion. I will, M. Coasnon, write him a letter having this
tenor, which you, my two children, and M. Granville, the tutor
of my younger son, shall put into his hands."

The conversation was prolonged far into the night. Tous-
saint remarked on the inconsistency of recognizing him as Com-
mander-in-chief of Saint Domingo, at the very time that he
was assailed by an overpowering force. He could not suppress
the indignation which he felt at the thought that his children
were offered to him as the price of his surrender. He bade
M. Coasnon take them back to General Leelerc, because, at
every hazard, he owed the sacrifice of his life to the freedom of
his fellow-citizens. The father struggled with the liberator, and
brought a flood of tears from his eyes. The liberator overpow-
ered even the father, and exacted the sternest regard to public
duty.

In two days the letter was ready. On the night of February
llth, 1802, the appointed messengers were despatched with the
communication. As they travelled toward the Cape, M. Gran-
ville acquainted M. Coasnon with the irritation that prevailed
among the blacks. The life of the unfortunate whites hung
by a thread, and, at any moment, a word would be sufficient
to sunder the slender tie. In his reply, Toussainfc reproached
Leelerc with having come to displace him by means of cannon,
shot; with not having delivered to Mm the letter of the First
Consul, until three months after its date; and with having, by
hostile acts, rendered doubtful the rights and the services of his
color. He declared that those rights imposed upon him duties
that were superior to those of nature; that he was prepared to
sacrifice his children to his color, and that he sent them back
that it might not bo supposed they were bound by his presence.
He ended by saying, that, being more distrustful than ever, he
required time in order to decide the course which remained for
him to take.

Loclerc hastened to send back the young men with a reply,
in which he invited Toussaint to come and concert with, him
means for putting a stop to the public disorders; giving him hisDelight for a moment took the place of terror.
